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Introduction

WCF 19.1 – “God, the Supreme Lord and King of all the world, has ordained civil 
magistrates to be under him over the people, for his own glory and the public good; and to 
this end, has armed them with the power of the sword, for the defense and 
encouragement of them that are good, and for the punishment of evil-doers.”

a. God has established every government and all people are subject to that authority 
(Romans 13:1-7).

b. The government has been established by God “for his own glory and the public 
good.”

c. How should the government exercise the “power of the sword”?

WCF 19.2 – “It is lawful for Christians to accept and execute the office of a magistrate, 
when called thereunto: in the managing whereof, as they ought especially to maintain 
piety, justice, and peace, according to the wholesome laws of each commonwealth; so, 
for that end, they may lawfully, now under the New Testament, wage war, upon just and 
necessary occasion.”

a. Christians may be called and encouraged to hold political office and in so 
doing, they should govern with godliness, justice and peace.

b. War is permitted under just and necessary occasion (Romans 13:4).  

c. Criterion for “just war.”
1. Just authority:

2. Just cause:

3. Just intention:

4. Last resort:

d. “Just war” includes the following limits:
1. Proportionality: 



2. Discrimination: 

3. Minimum force: 

WCF 19.3 – “Civil magistrates may not assume to themselves the administration of the Word 
and sacraments; or the power of the keys of the kingdom of heaven; yet he has authority, 
and it is his duty, to take order that unity and peace be preserved in the Church, that the 
truth of God be kept pure and entire, that all blasphemies and heresies be suppressed, all 
corruptions and abuses in worship and discipline prevented or reformed, and all the 
ordinances of God duly settled, administrated, and observed. For the better effecting 
whereof, he has power to call synods, to be present at them and to provide that 
whatsoever is transacted in them be according to the mind of God.”

a. Explanation of this confession:

b. So what do we affirm?

WCF 19.4 – It is the duty of people to pray for magistrates, to honor their persons, to pay 
them tribute or other dues, to obey their lawful commands, and to be subject to their 
authority, for conscience' sake. Infidelity, or difference in religion, does not make void the 
magistrates' just and legal authority, nor free the people from their due obedience to them: 
from which ecclesiastical persons are not exempted, much less has the Pope any power 
and jurisdiction over them in their dominions, or over any of their people; and, least of all, to 
deprive them of their dominions, or lives, if he shall judge them to be heretics, or upon any 
other pretence whatsoever.

a. As Christians, we are to pray for and respect those in governmental authority over us 
(1 Timothy 2:1-2).

b. Some non-Christians may be more able to govern well than Christians.  

c. Christians, whether or not they are church officials, are not exempt from civil law.  

d. The Pope does not have civil authority.  

Closing Remarks
a. Ways to think Christianly when we go to the polls and about the political issues facing 

us:
1. What are the major, Scripture-defined wrongs that our government needs to 

address?  And even more importantly, to what degree do these wrongs 
contradict the very nature of God?  

2. Which political responses best reflect the justice, holiness, and truth of God as 
well as His love, mercy, and compassion?



3. Which candidates are most likely to provide the best and most Biblical answers 
to the wrongs that most contradict the nature of God?

b. Consider how you go about addressing political issues with your family, friends, and 
acquaintances.

c. Remember that your hope is not in who governs us or what laws are passed, but in 
the gospel alone.


