ACTS 1-5 CHURCH OUTWARD

SERIES: A MISSION BIGGER THAN ME

1. OVERVIEW OF ACTS | GOD'S MISSION

| FOCUS: GOD IS A MISSIONAL GOD.
Read: Luke 1:1-4, Acts 1:1-4

The author of Acts, Luke, meant for us to read his book together with his first volume, The Gospel of
Luke. At the beginning of his Gospel, Luke tells us that his two volume work represents a carefully
researched account of the historical events concerning Jesus' life and ministry and the life and mission of
the early church. Luke writes as a careful historian, relying on eyewitness accounts to demonstrate the
reliability of the gospel message.

But Luke isn't just writing history - his writings are best classified as "Theological History". In other
words, Luke is telling us the Story of God. Luke wants us to see that God is the main character in history
and that, through His Son Jesus Christ, He accomplishes His mission for the world. Through the life,
death and resurrection of Jesus we see that God will not give up on his plan and purposes for humanity.
He is on a mission and will not be stopped until He restores and rescues a people from every corner of
the earth . Luke-Acts shows us that God is a missional God.

As we see from the ending of Luke (24:44-49), Jesus' death and resurrection are the fulfillment of all the
promises and expectations of the Old Testament Story. Luke is very careful to demonstrate that Jesus is
not inventing something new but bringing to fulfillment the story that began in the Garden. When the
disciples minds were opened to understand the Scriptures (Lk. 24:45), they finally saw that all that was
written pointed to Jesus' mission and his community of followers whom he sends to continue the work.
Luke-Acts show us that the whole bible is about God's mission.

The book of Acts "has an open ending, as the work is not yet done but continues into the future. The
book brings s into the present, telling us that the acts of God and the advance of God's word have a
future into which we join, Those who are a part of [the church] are asked to press ahead in continuing
the task" (Darrell Bock, Acts). Luke-Acts shows us that the church is a missional people.

"Luke wrote his gospel to show what Jesus began to do and to teach when he was on earth (Acts 1:1).
He wrote his Acts to show what Jesus continued to do and to teach after his resurrection, through the
agency of the Holy Spirit in a handful of dedicated people whose message became irresistible. God is
still engaged in this dynamic enterprise" (Green, Thirty Years that Changed the World).

This dynamic enterprise is the calling of every church, every Christian. For us to truly be the church we
must be a church outward.



Theology Note: Luke uses geography to demonstrate the fulfillment of God's plan of
first redeeming Israel and then extending this redemption to all nations.. The entire
book of Luke is structured around Jesus' eventual journey into Jerusalem to be
crucified. The entire book of Acts is structured around the church's expansion from
Jerusalem to the center and apex of the known world - Rome. This fulfills all that is
written about Jerusalem role in God's mission (Isa. 40:1-2, 65:18-25, Mic, 4:2,Zech. 8)
This also fulfills God's missional purpose calling to Israel as a light and blessing to all
the nations of the earth (Isa. 42:1-6, Gen. 12:1-3, Ezek. 37:28)

DISCUSS

1. Read Jesus' summary statement of his mission in Luke 19:10. How is "God seeking and saving that
which was lost" a summary statement of the whole bible? How or why is it sometimes hard to see this
big picture of God's overall mission in your reading the bible?

2. Read Acts 1:1 again. Why is it important to remember that it is Jesus who continues to lead us in His

mission?

3. One of the reasons the book of Acts is so powerful is that we find amazing stories of God's mission
moving into new lives and new places. Two or three people share stories where you have been an
"eyewitness" of God's mission moving into new lives and/or places (it could be your own life!)?

4. Reflect on the three 5 Year Dreams of Harbor Carmel Valley. Which one(s) resonate with your

passions and dreams?

5. In 5 years, what specific ways do you dream you might grow in aligning your life mission with God's
mission?

PRAY

Pray as a group that you would open your lives and hearts to God's call to be a full participant in His
mission. Pray that you would have the wisdom to know what that means for you and the courage to
make sacrifices for the sake of the gospel.



2. A MISSION FOR EVERYONE

FOCUS: THE CALL TO BE A WITNESS FOR JESUS IS FOR EVERYONE WHO FOLLOWS JESUS.
Read: Acts 1:1-14

Is it difficult for you to see your life's purpose and mission in light of God's plan of redemption for the
world? What do the daily demands and pressures of work, the managing of the home, the hours
studying, or the time spent relaxing have to do with God's mission? Are we supposed to stop all these
activities and all become full time evangelists or missionaries?

Consider this question: If Jesus appeared to you today, what do you imagine him saying? What would
you want to talk about with him? Notice what Jesus talked to the disciples about when he appeared to
them after His resurrection-" the Kingdom of God" (Acts 1:3). | suppose not many of us would choose
this exact topic for conversation - why did Jesus insist on speaking about the "Kingdom"?

We can appreciate why Jesus picked this topic when we remember that this was his favorite thing to talk
about during his ministry (Matt. 4:23, Mk. 1:15, Luke 4:43 and many other places). The kingdom of God
was shorthand for God re-establishing his rule in human history. The message of the kingdom was good
news (gospel) because it entailed the re-establishment of God's will being done on earth as it is in
heaven. This gospel of the kingdom includes the message of reconciliation of sinners to God, the
restoration of our broken humanity and the coming renewal of all things.

This is the message that shapes all of our lives as followers of Jesus and this is the message we take to all
the world. There are 3 powerful truths that emerge from this understanding:

e This BIG gospel means every sphere of our lives is an opportunity to be a witness - to live the
gospel.

e This BIG gospel means the message of Jesus speaks to every human need and longing - we can
speak the gospel with confidence.

e This BIG gospel means that every Christian should see all of life as a part of Jesus' kingdom
mission.

Luke's innovation [when compared to the other gospels] is to show that the 'gospel-story is incomplete
without the church-story' (Peterson, 100). God's story of redemption has a climactic center - Jesus' life,
death and resurrection - and a certain grand finale (his coming again - Acts 1:11), but the story is not
complete without the "act" in between. In this act, the church takes center stage. As Darrell Bock says,
"Acts emphasizes... evangelism and a God-honoring life, as making up the central character of this new
people of God (40). When the disciples ask Jesus if now is the time for the final act in the kingdom of
God (1:6), Jesus answers in Acts 1:8, "No and you can't know that time, but now is the time for witness."
Acts tells us that for all Jesus' people, above all else, now is a time for mission.



Key Note: The Holy Spirit and Prayer - Keys to Mission for Everyone. Notice that
Jesus does not send His people into mission without the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit
provides the power for mission. The pattern in Acts is that the Holy Spirit empowers
people for mission in response to prayer. Together this highlights the reality that
though everyone is called to mission, no one is capable for mission apart from a
dependent reliance on God at work in and through us. It is first and foremost God's
mission. Maybe the best title for the book of Acts would be "The Acts of the Holy
Spirit".

DISCUSS

1. Is the "BIG gospel of the kingdom" a new way for you to think about the gospel? In what ways is it
helpful? In what ways does it expand your notion of the good news about Jesus?

2. Read Acts 1:8 again. Notice that it is more of a prediction or promise than a command - if we believe
in and follow Jesus, then we "will be His witnesses". What is your first reaction to Jesus calling His
people witnesses wherever they are? Are you uncomfortable with this? Are you excited by this? Why?

3. How is "being a witness" different from "doing evangelism"? How are they similar? Share stories of
successes and failures in trying to balance living the gospel and speaking the gospel.

4. The Holy Spirit is often overlooked in our churches and lives today. The book of Acts shows us that
God's mission cannot proceed apart from the Holy Spirit's power and guidance. What does it mean for
us to depend on the Holy Spirit? What might this look like in your life and at our church?

5. What do you feel are the biggest obstacles you face in being a wholehearted participant in God's
mission?

PRAY

Acts 1:14 shows us that the church responded to Jesus' call to mission by "constantly" praying together.
Pray through the obstacles you shared in response to question 5. Pray that the Holy Spirit would give
you the power to honestly evaluate your life's mission and boldly remove obstacles to being a part of
the greatest task the world has ever known!

ASSIGNMENT 1

Many times the greatest obstacle we face is seeing opportunity for mission right we are, with the people
God has placed in our lives. Begin praying for 2 or 3 people in your life that who have yet to embrace
Jesus as Savior and Lord.



3. A MISSION TO EVERYWHERE

FOCUS: GOD'S MISSION EXTENDS TO ALL PEOPLES
Read: Acts 1:15-2:21

Every day we are confronted with the reality that we live in a divided world. Not only are we divided by
things such as borders, oceans and languages but we are also divided by race, class, political parties,
interpersonal conflict, misunderstandings, unforgiveness and much more. All of these lines of division
provide opportunities for us to build walls of mistrust, anger and hostility. But according to our passage
in Acts, these lines of division also provide opportunities for the gospel to erase the lines and bring the
joy of reconciliation and unity.

In the previous study, we looked at the BIG gospel of the kingdom of God and the call to mission to all of
God's people. A part of the "bigness" of the gospel is that God's good news is for every person on the
planet. In the gospel any person- regardless of background, ethnicity, class or past - can gain equal
access to God and the family of God through faith in Jesus Christ.

As we saw in Acts 1:8, Jesus sets the outline for the rest of the book of Acts. Acts traces the expansion of
the kingdom of God through the growth of the Word both geographically and demographically in
Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the earth. This week's passage highlights God's mission to
reconcile the divisions and break the barriers that divide humanity.

1)In Acts1:15-26, we see that God's mission is only advanced when His unchanging message for the
world is kept central. It may seem odd to us that Luke spends so much time recording the process by
which the 11 remaining apostles filled Judas' spot. But this was an important precursor to the church
going outward as the rest of Acts records. The mission of the church is built upon the eyewitness
accounts of Jesus' life, death and resurrection (1:22-23). What Jesus did in space, time and history for
the salvation of the world is the true, reliable and unchanging foundation of God's plan for the world.
The 12 apostles guarded the truth of the verbal transmission and the written record of Jesus' story.

2) In Acts 2:1-21, we see that God's mission is only advanced when His unchanging message is shared
with all people, everywhere! God is not the God of one country, race, class or type of person. His plan all
along was to undo the division of the world caused at Babel (Gen. 11). The gathering of Jews from
"every nation under heaven" (2:5) to hear the first sermon was the beginning of this undoing.

How did Peter explain this strange event of everyone hearing the disciples speak in their own native
tongues? Peter pointed back to the prophet Joel who said that a time would come when God's spirit
would be given to "all people" equally (2:17) and that "everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved" (2:21). Peter was essentially saying that the now is the time for God to restore the unity
he has always intended for the world.

The first church in Jerusalem struggled to get this - Israel had narrowed God's grace along ethnocentric
lines. The first 15 chapters of Acts records their struggle to see that everyone who believes the gospel is
an equal member of God's family. Have we narrowed the grace of God along other lines in our day?
Are there certain lines we are unwilling to cross? May the Holy Spirit move our church outward to cross
these lines for the sake of the gospel.



Theology Note: Why was having 12 apostles so important? The 12 apostles form the
foundational leadership, the new 12 tribes, upon whom God will build a restored
people as he promised (Matt 19:28, Rev. 21:12-14). The requirements of this
leadership are laid out in 1:21-22. The calling of this 12 is not to conquer the specific
plot of land known as Israel but to move out from Israel’s center - Jerusalem - to the

ends of the earth as witnesses of Jesus.

DISCUSS

1. Everyone share:
-Where did your great grandparents live?
-What language(s) did your great grandparents speak?
-Thank God for how Jesus' prediction has come true! The gospel has gone to the ends of the
earth.

2.What are the main barriers, divisions and boundaries in our area - the 56 corridor? Between our area
and the other areas of our city? How might the gospel change us to cross these barriers and work for
reconciliation?

3. Who are people whom you have labeled "outside" the reach of the gospel? Is there anyone in your
life whom you struggle to dream for the power of the gospel to transform?

4. How has Jesus helped you understand and love people that are different than you? Share a story to
encourage the group and give glory to God for the gospel of reconciliation.

5. Do you think it is a struggle to remember that people in a wealthy, suburban environments
desperately need the gospel just as much as (or even more than!) people in other cultures? Why or why
not?

PRAY

Pray that we would see the power of the gospel at work to in our own lives to reconcile broken
relationships, to remove our own prejudices and the lines we draw in our lives. Pray that we would cross
lines, cultures and human-constructed boundaries for the sake of the gospel.



SERIES: MISSION ESSENTIALS

4. ESSENTIAL 1 | KNOW THE MESSAGE ABOUT JESUS

| FOCUS: THE MESSAGE ABOUT JESUS IS THE HEART OF THE MISSION
Read: Acts 2:22-41

At Harbor, we often say that we are "a gospel-centered church". By this we mean that in all we do and
teach, the good news about what Jesus has done must remain central. This means that we do not
separate our acts of mercy from what Jesus has done - that would simply be community service. This
means we do not seek outward conformity to moral standards apart from an inward response to what
Jesus has done - that would simply be hypocrisy. This means we do not center our teaching on principles
for living, tips for success from the bible or instructions for moral living - that would simply be self-help.
Only the gospel of what Jesus Christ has done for a sinful, broken people has the power to transform
lives and bring glimpses of God's Kingdom to earth.

This all means that the good news of what Jesus has done for us must remain central at every stage in
our Christian journey. This also means we must all seek to know and to continually deepen our
understanding of the message of what Jesus has done for us.

How would you summarize the gospel? Perhaps you were taught how to share a gospel presentation
while in college or serving in ministry. Maybe someone shared the gospel with you in a way that has

stuck. There are many different ways to summarize the gospel, as evidenced by the 19 very different
sermons just in the book of Acts!

Though there are many ways to summarize the gospel and many pictures and metaphors the bible uses
to convey it, there are also in our day many distortions and incomplete versions (Gal. 1:6). The very first
gospel message, given by Peter in our passage, provides a helpful outline of the key elements for our
understanding of the gospel:

e  What Jesus Has Done (v22-36) e Our Response to what Jesus Has Done(v37-
Jesus ' Life and Ministry (v22) 41)
o Jesus' Death (v23) o Individual - Repent and believe
o Jesus' Resurrection (v24-32) o Community - Be baptized into a
o Jesus' Ascension/Exaltation (v33- new community (adapted
36) from Stott, The Message of Acts)

What we see from this outline is that it is vital for us to remember that the gospel is the announcement
that Jesus has done for us what we could not do - His life, death, resurrection and exaltation have
achieved salvation for all who trust in Him. The gospel will always focus on what God has done for us
first before we move to what God wants us to do for Him.

Notice that Peter focuses on showing that because of what He has done, Jesus Christ is the Lord (v 36).
This challenged Jewish ears - who struggled to see how a crucified man could be the on par with the one
Lord revealed in the OT . As the book of Acts also shows us this was also a challenge to Greek and
Roman ears who put their trust in Caesar as Lord as well as a whole host of other deities. The gospel
will always challenge the lords of the people and the cultures whom hear it.



Theology Note: If we fast forward to Acts 11:26, we see that in Antioch the followers
of Jesus were first called "Christians". Notice that it wasn't a name they gave
themselves. How did they come to be called "Christians" and what does it tell us
about what they believed and how they lived? Michael Green points out that the
Emperors household, or Imperial service, extended throughout the Roman empire
and went by the title Augustiani. The title Christiani was likely meant to ridicule the
followers of Jesus, i.e. they follow Jesus as if he was an emperor or a lord! Maybe this
is why the name stuck - because, in fact, the followers of Jesus proclaimed and
followed a new Lord, greater than the Roman Emperor and any deity in the pantheon
of Roman or Greek Gods. The Lordship of Jesus was the cornerstone of the message
and mission of this early church.

DISCUSS

1. Do you feel like your understanding of the gospel is not adequate or clear enough to share it with
others? What level of adequacy do you think God requires? (hint: see 2 Cor. 3:5)

2. Look back at the outline of Peter's sermon under "What Jesus Has Done". Which of the bullet points
do you most often neglect in your own understanding of the gospel? Why do you think that is? Why is
this bullet point a key element of the gospel?

3. The message that Jesus is Lord challenges all other would-be Lords. What particular lords/idols do you
think pose the biggest challenge in the 56 corridor for people to receive the gospel of Jesus as Lord? Do
you, personally, feel the tension between following Jesus as Lord and the idols that were mentioned?

4. Why do you think we struggle to keep what Jesus has done first before what Jesus wants us to do for
Him? Why is this so important? Share stories of how you have learned to keep the gospel central in your
life (don't be shy and don't think your stories not exciting enough... your group will be encouraged!)

PRAY

Pray that our church would always keep the gospel central. Pray that Colossians 1:6 would be true of
your community group - "All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing, just as it has been
doing among you since the day you heard it and understood God's grace in all its truth." Pray for new
fruit and growth in the gospel in the issues and struggles you are currently facing.

ASSIGNMENT 2

Your assignment for this series on the Essentials for Mission is to talk honestly with someone (spouse,
friend, community group member, etc) about how your are growing and/or struggling in each of the 3
essentials. Help each other set realistic yet stretching goals to be better equipped to be a ready
participant in God's mission.



5. ESSENTIAL 2 | GROW IN COMMUNITY CENTERED ON JESUS

FOCUS: GOSPEL-CENTERED COMMUNTIY IS ESSENTIAL TO MISSION
Read: Acts 2:42-47

In our individualistic age we might expect the story to take a different turn: The sermon is preached to a
mass audience by the apostle Peter, thousands respond and are baptized and... they all go home joyful
about their new personal relationship with God. No, Luke tells us what happened is something far more
profound and beautiful. The new believers became a part of God's new community - the church. This
new gospel-created community is the essential context for spiritual growth, according to Scripture. And
Acts shows us it is also essential for God's mission.

A movement that is seeking gospel transformation in its city is only possible if at the core of each
church are vibrant communities centered on the gospel. Community groups are essential to any
church vision for church planting or mission - for it is in gospel community that people encounter the
tangible "proof" for the gospel (see John 13:35, 17:21).

Think about it like this: The city of San Diego will never be filled with the gospel if we only have
Christians gathering for Sunday morning worship services. We have 52 weeks in a year, the average
service is 1.5hr on Sunday morning. That's 78 hours per year. The average American spends over 540
hours per year in the car, over 1000 hours per year watching TV/movies and at least 1800 hrs at work.
These statistics demonstrate the reality that if church is an event or two that we add onto our list of
events, activities - it will be only a small piece of our lives. Church, for the early believers, was a part of
their identity. We are called to this new way of viewing our identity - a community is who we are.

The gospel will fill SD and holistic change will only fill our lives and the city in the same way it happened
in the Mediterranean world in the 1* century: through gospel centered communities — ordinary people
meeting in ordinary places devoting themselves to live life together with gospel intentionality.

Paul ' s intgrest wasanat i the conversion of individuals but in the formation of Christian

communities. In a large city, such as Rome or Corinth, several communities may well have been

brought into existence, each based on a different household. Positively, the household was ready-

made t o s eéwiocd” acsf tthtee “church and the primary unit
existing network of relationships outside its own membership to spread the gospel. (Banks, Paul's

Idea of Community)

What we do in each of our CGs is a part of God's mission ¢ transforming our city by the gospel! "But,
we're just a bunch of people gathered in a home talking about Jesus and what difference He makes in
our lives" Yes, and that's how the world was changed!

Consider the amazing conclusion that sociologist Rodney Stark reaches in his book, The Rise of
Christianity: "Christianity did not grow because of miracle working in the marketplaces (although there
may have been much of that going on), or because Constantine said it should, or even because the
martyrs gave it such credibility. It grew because Christians constituted an intense community... And the
primary means of its growth was through the united and motivated efforts of the growing numbers of
Christian believers, who invited their friends, relatives and neighbors to share the "good news".



Key Note: What is fellowship? When we hear the word "fellowship" many of us
conjure up images of church potlucks or coffee, donuts and small talk with friends.
Dennis Johnson helps us redefine our idea of fellowship based on this passage: "The
focus of fellowship is on what believers have in common with one another, what we
share with one another, putting into practice the truth that we are woven together as
members of one body. Often in the NT, koinonia [Greek word for fellowship] has
financial overtones (as it does here), expressing a willingness to share tangible,
material resources with other members of God's family." Maybe the best way for us

to think of fellowship is with the phrase "sharing life together".

DISCUSS

1. What about the description of the community life of the early church most appeals to you? Why?

2.This passage give us 5 basic building blocks of gospel community: 1) Apostle's Teaching 2)Fellowship 3)
Breaking of Bread 4)Prayer 5) Worship (v46). These "are the strands that bound these earlier believers
together into a shared life, a "community" (Johnson, p. 72).

In which element do you feel your current Christian community (church, community or other small
group) is the strongest? Weakest? How might you strengthen this element?

3. Read verses v44-45. Why do you think the early church concluded that the gospel called them to
"radical" actions, like selling their stuff to meet needs in the community? Why do you think this kind of
action is so hard for us today?

4. Read v47 again and read this quote: "If we want the gospel to spread in the community of which we
are a part, we would be unwise to start with some evangelistic outreach. We would be much better
employed in paying attention to the quality of our church life" (Green, 48). Do you agree or disagree?
Why?

5. What would it look like to re-think evangelism and mission as a community calling rather than an
individual one? Be creative and share specific ideas.

PRAY

Pray that your community group would learn what it means to "do life together with gospel
intentionality". Pray for the area(s) you feel your community group needs the most growth and ask for
open hearts to rearrange your life for the sake of the gospel.

Pray that our church would be filled with community groups that learn to "be on mission" together.



6. ESSENTIAL 3 | GO AND SERVE IN THE NAME OF JESUS

FOCUS: SERVICE IN THE NAME OF JESUS IS ESSENTIAL TO MISSION
Read Acts 3

Sometimes we imagine what it would be like to know the future, to be able to peer into a crystal ball
and see what is to come. When we wish we could know what lies ahead, what are we looking for? Aren't
we looking for peace and certainty about our present decisions? Even though none of us has the ability
to see into the future, what we believe will happen shapes our day to day lives and choices in profound
ways. When it comes to our life mission, the more we can know about the future, the better we can
invest our lives in something that will last - something that will make a difference.

In our passage, the amazing miracle of healing and Peter's explanation of this miracle tells us not only
that we can know what is to come, but that the future can actually break through into the present by
faith in the name of Jesus.

Long ago, Isaiah foretold God's restorative purposes for the future, "®Then will the lame leap like a deer,
and the mute tongue shout for joy..."° They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown their
heads. Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee away. (Isaiah 35:6, 10). The
healing of this lame man is a fulfillment of this prophecy (Acts 3:8) - it is a sign that sorrow and sighing
have begun to flee because of what Jesus has done!

The good news of the kingdom (see study #2) is that the blessings of the last days and the kingdom of
God have already come in Jesus Christ. The good news of the kingdom is also that one day Jesus will
completely consummate his kingdom, fulfill all his future promises and restore everything (3:21)!

Dennis Johnson summarizes it like this: "this physical healing provides a preview of the coming
comprehensive restoration... This miracle is a sign, given at the start of Jesus' heavenly ministry, to
demonstrate how he had begun the healing of the cosmos by the power of his name in those who have
faith (63, 64)".

There are many important implications of this truth, but we want to focus on one in particular: Ministries
of Service and Mercy give the world a preview of the coming restoration.

In other words, in between the first and second comings of Jesus, we do not just wait for the healing
of the world in the future, we work for the healing of the world in the present in Jesus' name.

Consider these comments:

"...the church's life is now a first installment and preview of the peace, purity, love and joy of the world to come,
even in the midst of the old creation's present pollution, decay, and death. (Johnson)"
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will be born again, but all of nature itself will be born again! So the Christian is not only concerned with helping

people be spiritually healed, but we are also concerned with facilitating psychological, social, and physical healing

as well. (Redeemer PC, Studies in the book of Acts)."

Injustice, poverty, oppression, infirmities, social ills and environmental scars will all be swept away in the
coming restoration of everything. In the present - in San Diego and in our neighborhoods - we can point
the world to Jesus as we look to bring times of refreshing in all these areas in His name.



Theology Note: Should we look for miracles, signs and wonders today? In line with
the rest of the bible, we find that signs and wonders are not everyday occurrences to
be expected but are "clustered" around new stages of revelation and redemption to
authenticate the message of God's spokespersons (ie. Moses and Elijah). In Acts we
find miracles accompanying the preaching of the gospel to new frontiers (Peter in
Jerusalem, Philip to Samaria, Paul to the Gentile world). Certainly, we cannot say that
miracles do not or cannot happen today - that would be limiting God beyond what
Scripture tells us. He is certainly free to show His power however he chooses. But we
should be cautious to evaluate claims of the miraculous in light of 1) whether they
point to the gospel message (not themselves or the "miracle worker") and 2) whether
they resemble the miracles of Scripture.

DISCUSS

1. At least 2 people share your experience showing mercy in Jesus' name. How did God work in your
own heart as you served others?

2.Notice the "no-strings attached" nature of this healing. Before he repented or even asked for help,
Peter and John offered the lame man healing. What can we learn from this in our own struggles to give
mercy to those who may be undeserving and ungrateful?

3. One scholar uses this passage to provide a simple definition of salvation as "restoration to wholeness"
(the same word is used for save and heal in 4:9 and 4:22). How does this help us understand the
importance of BOTH sharing the good news and serving with good deeds?

4. One of the things we have learned at our church is that many people have a heart for mercy but few
are able to make time for it as a regular personal or family practice. How do you think we can make
mercy a priority? What kind of sacrifices might we have to make?

5. What needs in the city of SD or in your local neighborhood really burden your heart? What would
"restoration to wholeness" look like if this need was addressed?

PRAY

Pray that God would open your eyes to the needs and hurts of people you encounter . Pray that you
would have a heart that longs for the restoration of wholeness to those who are broken.

Pray that each of you and our whole church would be willing to use our abundant resources and gifts to
meet needs in our community and city. Ask God to direct us to the particular places He wants us to
serve.



SERIES: STEPPING OUT

7. STEPPING OUT OF FEAR

|FOCUS: SPEAKING ABOUT JESUS WITH BOLDNESS
Read Acts 4:1-22

The simple name "Jesus" has a unique power in today's culture. The names of most other religious
leaders and figures usually receive quiet respect and reverence. But most of us, before we decide to say
"Jesus", calculate the risk. Will I be seen as a bible thumping, religious wacko? People will think I'm trying
to proselytize. If | say | follow Jesus people will associate me with .If I bring up Jesus,
that'll be a conversation stopper - | don't want our relationship to be awkward. I'm not a pastor or
missionary - | don't know what to say. If we are honest, we all fear the consequences of simply saying
"Jesus" outside of our church circles.

It was no different in 1st century Jerusalem. The religious leaders had had enough of this upstart sect
teaching on their turf. After all, they were the experts, the authorities, the ones who decided what was
politically and religiously correct and what was not. So they arrested and jailed Peter and John and
asked them - "by what name did you do this? (v7)" In other words, "Who are you to be publicly sharing
this radical message? (v2)"

It is important for us to remember that Peter and John were ordinary people like us. They cared about
their own names like we do. In their day, a good name was as valuable, if not more so, than in our own
day. For them, just like for us, a good name carried with it approval, acceptance, reputation and status.
To publicly identify their own names with the name of Jesus meant the likelihood of rejection, alienation
and hostility from people whose opinions matter to them. This is why - when Jesus was crucified - Peter
denied him and John laid low on the sidelines. They struggled with fear.

Verse 13 tells us that, despite being ordinary, untrained people, they spoke about Jesus with astonishing
boldness. How did they change from fearful followers to bold spokespersons for Jesus?

1) They were convinced there was only one real answer to humanity's dilemma. It wasn't a man-made
answer or religion. It wasn't a formula, a moral code or a spiritual secret. The God-given answer to
humanity's deepest need is a Person - only through the unique person and work of Jesus is salvation
possible (4:12). If they cared about people, they must tell them about this Jesus.

2) They trusted that God would give them the words if He gave them the opportunity. In 4:8, we read
that Peter was "filled with the Holy Spirit". Jesus had told them that "when they bring you before the
synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not be anxious about how you should defend yourself
or what you should say, for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say." (v11-
12). More than in training, tracts or theology, they relied on Jesus to make good on this promise.

3) They believed that what they had in the name of Jesus before God was far greater than anything they
might lose of their own name before men. Instead of listening to their own fears or the opposition of the
world, they listened to God and his promises (4:19-20).



Theology Note -Who are the Sadducees? The Sadducees were a part of the Jewish
priestly ruling class. They acted a middle man between the Romans and their own
people - always seeking to keep the peace so they could keep their power. They
focused on the first 5 books of the OT did not hold to belief in a Messiah or a future
resurrection. From this snapshot, it is easy to see why they initiated the first rounds of

persecution against the church.

DISCUSS

1. What do you fear most when it comes to talking to other people about Jesus?

2. Share your experience in bringing up the name of Jesus with those outside of the church. Do you have
bad experiences that you've learned from? Do you have good experiences that will encourage the
group?

3. "But what gives you the right to tell people what to believe?" This was the heart of the Jewish leaders
qguestion. They claimed that this was their domain. In our day, it is held that each person has a right to
believe what they want - to 'evangelize' is to infringe upon this right. As a group, formulate an response
to this issue.

4. Luke points out that it was the professional and powerful class that was most offended by the gospel.
Verse 13 tells us they were concerned about ordinary and uncredentialed men teaching the people. Do
you think that this applies in our highly professional, influential context (56 corridor)? i.e. Do you think
upper middle class people are more offended by the message of grace that challenges their
achievements and merit? Should this affect how we present the gospel to our neighbors?

5. Which of the above 3 points do you think is most important for you to have greater boldness in
talking about Jesus? Why?

PRAY

Pray for the 2-3 people you have been praying about (from Assignment 1). Ask God for an opportunity
to talk about Jesus with them and for boldness to speak when the opportunity arises.

Pray that God would remove you biggest fears when it comes to talking about Jesus.



8. STEPPING OUT OF SELF RELIANCE

FOCUS: STEPPING INTO GOD'S MISSION MEANS STEPPING OUT OF SELF-RELIANCE
Read Acts 4:23-31

We can accomplish many pursuits and purposes apart from conscious and deliberate reliance upon God.
We've been told with just enough hard work, intelligence and determination that we can do anything.
Just look within, believe, reach deep and you can have your dreams. For many of us it seems to ring true
- we've earned degrees, tasted success and reached many of our goals. Without eyes of faith, it is easy
to look at these accomplishments and conclude that God was not a part of them.

We can achieve something of material and professional success with this self-sufficient approach but
when we take this approach in our relationship with God we will have to learn the hard way what Jesus
meant when he said "apart from me you can do nothing" (John 15:5). To some extent, the Christian life
is learning this hard lesson in ever deepening ways. We continually learn and re-learn to trust God above
ourselves or anything we might put in his place.

As our passage shows us - Nothing exposes the inadequacy of self-reliance like aligning our life mission
with God's mission. Dennis Johnson summarizes how the apostles demonstrate this truth:

"Such uninhibited courage is not the fruit of the apostles' own fortitude. It is the gift of God, bestowed by
his Spirit as the church presents the threats of her enemies before her Champion's throne and petitions
for strength of heart to proclaim his message without reserve (Johnson, 223)."

Though not models of heroic willpower, the early church does model the central place of prayer in God's
mission. Their prayer shows us how prayer turns us from our inclination toward self-sufficiency.

1) Prayer heals specific areas of unbelief. Peter and John had just been threatened by the most powerful
men in their culture for obeying God's call to mission. When they gave the report to the rest of the
church, they all must have wondered, "What does this mean for me... and for the mission?". How was
their fear turned to boldness? "[T]hey actually heal themselves of their fear by meditating on the
attribute of God most antithetical to their fear [God's Sovereignty]... We are to heal our hearts by
praying his specific attributes into ourselves (Studies on Acts, 47).

2) Prayer places us back into the story of which we are a part. The church began their prayers by going to
the beginning of the story and praying forward. First, they remember God as the Creator of all things
(v24). Then they recall his mission for his world as foretold in the OT (v26). Then they remind themselves
that even when it seemed like God's mission was thwarted at the cross, His enemies were only
accomplishing his predestined plan for redemption (v27). In essence, they were remembering the
overarching story that the mission they are now a part of is God's eternal mission and will not be
stopped.

3) Prayer reminds us of God's power to turn obstacles, suffering and evil into good. This rattled, flustered
group of Christians knew that obstacles and suffering lay ahead. They focused their prayers on the cross,
where God turned the tables on evil and suffering by using the most heinous act in human history to be
His most glorious act of redemptive love.



Key Point - God's mission and our missions: The most remarkable feature of this
prayer is what the believers did not pray for. They did not ask for safety or for an end
to persecution. Instead, when they got to the "asking" part of their prayer, they
prayed for boldness and the advance of God's mission. Their model prayer stands as a
challenge to much of our prayers - which many times amount to us asking God to

advance our missions of a comfortable and trouble-free life.

DISCUSS

1. What do your friends and neighbors believe about the place of prayer in a person's life? How would
you compare and contrast the larger culture's view of prayer and the bible's?

2. What place has prayer played in some of your major life accomplishments? Have your learned
valuable lessons in how you have pursued your life goals? Or do you have to unlearn self-sufficiency
because of how you have approached your life goals?

3. "Nothing exposes the inadequacy of self-reliance like aligning our life mission with God's
mission."Does this ring true in your life and experience?

4. Read the Key Point section. How do we discern whether we are praying in submission to God and His
mission and when we are simply asking God to bless our own personal agendas?

5. Which of the 3 points above do you think is most important for you to incorporate into your prayers?

PRAY

Pray that God would expose the inadequacy of your own self-reliance as you align your life mission with
His mission (Yes that is a scary prayer!). Pray that our church's' prayer life would demonstrate to

Pray that you and the people of Harbor would be filled with the Holy Spirit to take bold steps for God's
mission.



9. STEPPING OUT OF HYPOCRISY

FOCUS: HYPOCRISY IS THE MISSION'S BIGGEST THREAT
Read Acts 4:32-5:11

This is one of those stories in the bible that can make us cringe, question and puzzle over what God is
trying to teach us. When God acts swiftly in judgment, we instinctively put God on trial, "God, wasn't
that a little harsh?" But, if we are willing to keep an open mind, we will find that stories of judgment are
just as valuable as stories of blessing when it comes to learning about God's deepest passions and
values.

The first thing we have to realize is that the sin of Ananias and Sapphira was not that they gave only a
portion of the proceeds from the sale of their property. Peter (v4) clearly says that before and after they
sold the land, they were under no obligation to give anything to the church. What was their sin? "The
central sin... is their deception" (Johnson, 81). It was the sin of pretending to be something they were
not that was so serious to God.

Perhaps the couple saw the amazing faith and subsequent recognition of Barnabas and thought, "We
want to be like him! We want the apostles to recognize us ." They wanted to be seen as religious and
righteous and tried to act the part. Just as we saw in the ministry of Jesus, God deals most harshly with
this kind of hypocrisy.

In their study of non-Christians' perception of the church in America, unChristian, David Kinnaman and
Gabe Lyons report that, "Outsiders consider us hypocritical T saying one thing and doing another T
and they are skeptical of our morally superior attitudes... They say Christians pretend to be something
unreal, conveying a polished image that is not accurate. We are not known for the depth of our
transparency... but for trying to project an unChristian picture of having it all together."

When we add this devastating critique to God's own evaluation of hypocrisy we can rightly conclude
that the "sin of Ananias and Sapphira is the most devastating sin to the Christian church." (Studies in the
Book of Acts). This story confirms what many of us intuitively believe - Hypocrisy in the church is the
single greatest threat to the mission of the church. The two most compelling factors in people coming
to faith in Jesus are 1) a community of genuine worship and 2) a community of truly loving relationships.
Hypocrisy strikes at the heart of both of these.

At some level everyone is guilty of putting on a mask or putting up a front to impress others. The
message of the gospel requires us to remove these masks before God. If we do not honestly see and
admit our sin to God, we will be unable to receive the free gift of our acceptance and righteousness in
Jesus. When we keep up the front, we are refusing Jesus' gift and choosing to stand in our own
performance and reputation. God wants us to take off the mask because he sees behind it anyway - and
He still loves us.

When we have truly taken off the masks before God, we can be free to do the same before people.
Having been accepted and loved by God for who we really are, we will be set free to be honest with
others and to serve them in genuine love and generosity.

This is the beautiful community that grace can create (i.e. Acts 4:32-37) - and this is why God sees
hypocrisy as the ugliest of sins.



Theology Point - Ananias, Sapphria and Achan: Signs of blessing and Signs of
judgment. As we saw in Study 6, God used signs of blessing to give a preview to the
world of what the coming salvation of the world would look like. Here we see that
God also acts in signs of judgment to warn the world of the consequences of refusing
Jesus. Scholars link the incident with Ananias and Sapphira to the OT incident of
Achan's (Joshua 7). Both are unique, one time warnings for God's people on God's
mission against trying to hide idolatry from God and his people. Both highlight hidden

idolatry as the chief threat to the advancing of God's mission.

DISCUSS

1. What was your first reaction when reading (or listening to) this passage? Why do you think this was
your reaction?

2. Do you think your friends, family and neighbors outside of the church share the perspective described
by Kinnaman and Lyons above? How does hypocrisy in the church affect your faith and commitment to
the church?

3. " The two most compelling factors in people coming to faith in Jesus are 1) a community of genuine
worship and 2) a community of truly loving relationships ". Do you agree or disagree with this? Does this
ring true in your own faith and experience?

4. Have you learned that it is ok to take off the masks? How is God freeing your from hypocrisy?

5. How can our relationships within the church encourage honesty and authenticity? How can we help
others know that it is safe to take off the masks?

PRAY

Pray that our church would be a place where people feel free to take off the masks because of the
gospel.

Pray that God would give you a trusted friend (or friends) in the gospel to love enough to speak honestly
to you and expose any masks you wear that prevent you from genuine worship of God and authentic
community with others.

Pray that we would develop the love, courage and gentleness to learn how to confront hypocrisy in each
other.



10. STEPPING OUT OF COMFORT

FOCUS: TO MOVE INTO MISSION IS TO MOVE OUT OF COMFORT
Read Acts 5:12-42

There may be no greater place in the world to enjoy the comforts of life than San Diego, California. We
wear comfortable clothes (even to work!), enjoy comfortable weather year-round and have any
accessory to our comfort available within a 20 minute drive. These are all great blessings of God that we
are meant to enjoy.

But one of the most dangerous and fundamental deceits of our culture is that our life, talents and
resources are not gifts to be stewarded for a greater cause but rewards we have merited. Since we have
earned these things, it is our right to enjoy every bit of them to the fullest.

Hopefully your study of the Acts 1-5 has opened up your heart to consider this question: What if our
lives, our talents, our resources, our relationships and even the time and place we live are all a part of
God uniquely shaping our lives for His great mission?

If we are willing to see our lives as a part of God's design for the redemption of the world, we will be
ready to give up the lesser joys of comfort in this life for the greater joys of taking our place in the great
cause of God's mission.

We see in our passage that a healthy church will always provoke two reactions - opposition and
attraction. Some were irresistibly drawn to Jesus by the spiritual vitality of the Christian community that
they had to join them (v14). Some were so opposed to their message that they wanted to kill them
(v33).

Dennis Johnson makes this challenging observation, "When God's kingdom spreads through the Spirit
and the word, it shakes to its roots the system of power and profit in which the pillars of society have
sought security" (219). It is equally true that if we give our lives to spreading of God's kingdom, we will
be shaken at our own roots to let go of the ways we seek comfort and security apart from God.

When the gospel advances into any community, God disrupts lives as He dethrones idols. As NT Wright
says, our mission, by the power of the Spirit, is to announce Jesus as Lord, "to watch his kingdom come
in power in lives and communities, and to risk the consequences". To step out into mission has

consequences - we risk the possibility that God might allow us to experience discomfort, antagonism
and even hostility.

To not step out into mission also has consequences. We risk centering our lives on the missions of other
lords - lords who, when our lives end or when this present age passes away, will fade away before the
glorious presence of the only Lord who gave everything he had so that he might share everything he has
with us.

May we all step out in mission in new ways together and may we "never stop teaching and proclaiming
the gospel that Jesus is the Christ" (Acts 5:42).



Theology Point - A Theology of Suffering. One of the things that is largely missing
from the American church is a theology of suffering. The early church desperately
needed a theology of suffering to face severe persecution. The apostle Paul kept this
central in his discipleship when he visited the new churches, "strengthening the souls
of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, 'Through
many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God." (Acts 14:22). Early church
leader Tertullian boldly spoke to the Roman authorities, "Kill us, torture us, condemn
us, grind us to dust... The more you mow us down, the more we grow; the seed is the
blood of Christians". We greatly need to recover a theology of suffering and its
application to our context if we will be fully equipped for mission.

DISCUSS

1. How high would your rank "Living a comfortable life" on your scale of values? (Remember - wanting
to live a comfortable life is not a sin, be honest).

2. What is your response to this question from the reading: What if our lives, our talents, our resources,
our relationships and even the time and place we live are all a part of God uniquely shaping our lives for
His great mission?

3. Share any experience you have in forgoing personal comfort for God's mission. What happened? Was
it worth it? Why or why not?

4. What risk or risks of stepping out in mission worry you the most? What would you imagine God's
response would be to these areas of worry?

4. Read the very last two verses of the book of Acts 28:30-31. Why do you think the book ends so
abruptly? How does this ending give us boldness as we carry on the mission?(For a hint go to 2 Tim 2:9).

PRAY

Pray that our church would be so filled with the grace of God that we would be known as a people who
give up comforts for Jesus.

Pray that the consequences of not stepping out in mission would be more compelling to you than the
risk of discomfort.

ASSIGNMENT 3

Consider the 4 areas this section of Acts calls us to step out of: 1)Fear 2)Self-Reliance 3)Hypocrisy
4)Comfort. Prayerfully choose one of these areas where you believe God is calling you to take a step of
faith. Share this step (be as specific as possible) with another person, step out and be sure to share the
results.
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